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1 EXT. BUILDING - DAY

The countdown begins as a young Lester Edwin moves towards
the ribbon with pride.

TITLE: 1974

Lester looks towards the waiting onlookers and cuts the
ribbon with a pair of decorated scissors. He waves and
smiles. The screen flashes frozen and we see a newspaper
heading move across the top.

HEADING: Edwin’s Noodles Arrive in Darwin

2 INT.OFFICE HALL - DAY

Lester is walking down the hall way, as numerous radio,
television and newspaper headlines float across the
screen.

RADIO
Lester Edwin, Founder of Edwin
noodles has officially launched
in Darwin today, the 22nd of
October 1974.

TELEVISION
Due to the lack of Noodle
competition in the Top End, it’s
expected that Edwin’s Noodles
will prevail as the leading
seller of noodles throughout the
NT.

LESTER
Yes yes, I’m looking forward to
the future of Edwin’s here in
Darwin. We have a brand new line
of noodles specially designed for
the festive season coming up. I
would once again like to wish
everyone a very merry Christmas,
and safe holidays.

The music suddenly changes pace.

NEWSPAPER HEADLINE: Cyclone Tracy devastates the town of
Darwin.

RADIO
The city of Darwin has been torn
to the ground by Tropical Cyclone
Tracy, which swept over Darwin
during the night of Christmas Eve
and left citizens devastated in
its wake.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 2.

TELEVISION
The future of Edwin’s is unclear
at this point in time, but all I
can say is that for now, our main
priority is getting Darwin back
on its feet.

We see Lester looking bleakly into the distance. The
camera pans down with Lester to see his face overlooking
some blueprints. He is thinking. Music takes over the
scene as Lester strides away.

3 EXT. BUILDING - DAY

Lester is building his office from scratch, he is working
hard putting everything together. This sequence plays as
the music intensifies.

RADIO
After an astonishing three year
absence, Edwin’s is back in
business and serving the people
of Darwin just as it did shortly
before Cyclone Tracy brought his
business to the ground.

NEWSPAPER: Lester Edwin Back in Business.

TELEVISION
Nothing can stop Lester Edwin.

RADIO
Edwin’s Noodles, Proudly
Territory made since 1974.

4 EXT. STREET CROSSING - DAY

An older Lester pushes the button in for the pedestrian
crossing. He waits impatiently.

TITLE: 2014

LESTER
Come on.

He continues pushing the button, hoping that it will
change the lights faster. A busker is standing next to
him. He gives them a dirty look. Finally it changes, and
as the green man appears, Lester hurries across the road.

5 INT.OFFICE HALL - DAY

Lester is walking down the hall, and his employees are
approaching him one by one with different flavors of
noodles in cups for him to sample.

(CONTINUED)
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WORKER 2
Mr Edwin sir!

Lester slurps a few strings of noodles from WORKER 2 s
cup.

LESTER
Too bland.

Worker 3 approaches Lester. He tastes, but cringes in
reply.

LESTER (cont’d)
Too spicy!

Worker 4 approaches him with another cup.

LESTER (cont’d)
Never again, throw it. Throw it
away.

Finally Worker 1 (BILLY) approaches him with the last
noodles. They both get into an elevator as Lester takes a
slurp of the noodles. Billy is awaiting his reply eagerly.

LESTER (cont’d)
(Hmm) Too chicken-y. And I’m not
a fan of that green packaging.

BILLY
(confused) Well, these are our
Green Chicken flavoured
noodles...

LESTER
Aha, i see. Well then, carry on.

An awkward moment of elevator silence plays out before
cutting to the next scene.

6 EXT. WALKWAY- DAY

Lester and Billy are walking together down a walkway.
Billy is holding a clipboard with plenty of loose papers,
trying to keep up with Lester, who is striding fast.

BILLY
Unfortunately, sales have gone
down for our special edition
Territory Day Fire-Cracker
Noodles-

LESTER
Territory day is long gone, take
them off the market. Bin them.

(CONTINUED)
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BILLY
Don’t you think we should at
least sell them in bulk at
discount prices?

Lester Pauses momentarily.

LESTER
No. They’re FireCracker noodles.
I’d like to see them all set on
fire.

Billy laughs nervously, but Lester is keeping a straight
face. Billy stops laughing and clears his throat. They
turn a corner suddenly.

7 EXT. GARDEN SEAT - DAY

Lester is sitting down, with a pen and paper in hand,
wearing glasses. Billy is sitting next to him.

BILLY
And sales have gone up for
Crocodile-Flavoured Noodles.

LESTER
Well then double the stock order.

BILLY
And the green chicken which you
tasted earlier is actually
surpassing any other flavor we
have on the market today.

LESTER
Where has good taste gone.

BILLY
Sorry sir, what do you mean?

LESTER
Figure of speech, Billy. A few
more years in school would’ve
done you some good.

BILLY
AHH, talking about ’good’, our
new exit signs have arrived
today.

LESTER
(Waving his excitement down with
a hand) Yeah now don’t get too
excited, that’s only half the job
done. Have you gotten a quote
from an electrician yet? Tell him
no more than a days pay for all
of them installed.

(CONTINUED)
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BILLY
Well, actually sir (He sounds
proud of himself) I took it upon
myself to install them for you.
Last night! After hours,
(childish slouch, bright voice)
but I promise I didn’t have the
air-con on for too long.

LESTER
(Slightly impressed. Still very
arrogant though) Oh. Oh well
maybe you’re slightly less
hopeless than I initially thought
you were.

There is another silence. Suddenly Lester’s phone rings,
so Billy grabs it out and shows Lester.

LESTER (cont’d)
Ah, its just my son.

BILLY
Shouldn’t you answer it then?

Lester looks at Billy with a ’seriously?’ face. He sighs
and allows Billy to answer his phone.

BILLY (cont’d)
Hello, you’ve reached Lester
Edwins Office, how can I help
you?

Billy looks embarrassed, then sheepishly ushers Lester to
take the phone.

It is a little girl on the end of the line. His
granddaughter.

PHONE
Happy Birthday to you, Happy
Birthday to you, Happy Birthday
dear Grandpa, Happy Birthday to
you! Hip hip- (the phone erupts
in a chorus with the whole
family) Ho-ray! Hip hip Hooray!

Lester pulls the phone away from his ear as if it is
deafening. He hangs up and gives his phone back to Billy.

BILLY
Is it your birthday today?

LESTER
To be honest with you, I forgot
myself.

(CONTINUED)
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BILLY
We should do something for your
Birthday!

LESTER
No, we should not. There’s too
much already happening.

Pause.

BILLY
Well they have the new television
commercial ready, if you would
like to see?

LESTER
Good idea, lets go.

Billy gets up and starts walking off. Lester clears hsi
throat and gestures for Billy to help him up. Billy
apologetically helps Lester to his feet, with great
difficulty, as Lester is not even trying to stand himself.
Eventually he gets on his feet and they start walking off
frame right.

8 INT. BOARD ROOM - DAY

Lester is sitting in his chair. Billy is wheeling his TV
to the front of the room.

LESTER
So is this the one for the green
chicken noodles?

BILLY
Uh, no, sir. This is the one for
the spicy range.

LESTER
And what of the green chicken
commercial?

BILLY
Well, we actually haven’t quite
completed that one yet.

LESTER
You’re an intern, Billy. Shape up
or you can kiss your job goodbye.

BILLY
Yes sir, I’m very sorry sir.
Here-

Billy plugs in a TV, he fiddles with it and suddenly a
corny retro style commercial for Edwin s noodles comes up
on the screen.

(CONTINUED)
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Lester is looking at the television screen in disgust.

LESTER
You promised me a good
commercial.

He looks at Billy.

LESTER
That’s NOT a good commercial.

BILLY
But Mr Edwin, you haven’t seen it
all yet...

LESTER
I can just tell. It’s a majorly
dodgy job, just like everything
else you do around here.

Suddenly a noise shocks Lester and Billy. An exit sign
falls from the ceiling, Billy looks back at Lester, who is
looking at him disappointed. Lester gets up to leave.

LESTER (cont’d)
Same time, same place, next
Friday. I want a good commercial.
Something punchy. And for
goodness sake do something about
that Green Chicken ad.

Lester leaves the table and exits through the door,
stepping over the exit sign.

LESTER (cont’d)
And can you get a qualified
electrician next time, for
goodness sake Billy.

9 EXT. BUILDING - DAY

Lester is walking away from the building. He hears Billy
calling from behind.

BILLY
Mr Edwin, Sir!

LESTER
What is it now, Billy?

Billy produces a flight itinerary.

BILLY
I organized for you to have a
holiday. For your birthday.

(CONTINUED)
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LESTER
Billy, thank you, but no thank
you.

He turns to walk away.

BILLY
But sir, I’ve already bought
them.

LESTER
Wait a minute... did you use
Company money?

BILLY
(nervously) umm... yes?

LESTER
(Through gritted teeth) Just
another hole in our budget. Thank
you very much.

Lester snatches the papers and strides away.

BILLY
You leave at 2 o’clock tomorrow!

Billy hits himself over the head and walks back inside.

10 INT. CAR - NIGHT

Lester answers the phone while driving. He places it on
the dash board.

LESTER
Hello?

MARK
Dad, what happened before?

LESTER
What?

MARK
Have you got me on speakerphone?

LESTER
(Sheepishly, yet arrogantly) Yes.

MARK
(Sighs) Dad, listen. Today was
your birthday. Your eight year
old granddaughter sang to you,
and you had the audacity to hang
up on her?

(CONTINUED)
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LESTER
(ignorantly) It hurt my ears.

MARK
The fact that you don’t see your
family at all is bad enough, Dad.
I really think you need to
rethink how important your
business really is to you.
Selling noodles isn’t the most
important thing in life. If you
ever want to come visit us one
day, just know that we’ll be
waiting with open arms. I love
you dad.

LESTER
Ah Oh sorry Mark, what was that?
I’m going through a tunnel.

Wide shot of exterior of the car driving out on an open
highway.

LESTER (cont’d)
I’m cutting- cutting out- Can’t
hear your properly- Ah - Bye!

Lester hangs up on Mark and continues driving.

11 INT. HOUSE- NIGHT

Lester arrives at his house. He opens the door. He heaves
his briefcase to the ground and looks down as he thinks to
himself. Lester walks off screen to the right.

12 INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

Lester pulls the covers up to his shoulders and wrestles
around a bit to find a comfortable position. He gets
frustrated and hits his pillow in anger. He finally slumps
back down with the back of his head facing the camera.

LESTER
Damn pillow.

13 EXT. STREET CROSSING - DAY

Lester is walking fast, with his eyes constantly checking
his watch. He soon reaches the busker once more and he
presses the button with more anger and more determination
than yesterday.

LESTER
Stop making a racket, will you!



10.

The busker keeps playing. Lester tries blocking his ears
but then resorts to kicking over his hat. The coins go
everywhere and the busker stops playing. The busker looks
down in shock. Suddenly, the green man appears and Lester
crosses the road.

14 EXT. BUILDING - DAY

Billy is standing out the front waiting for Lester. He has
soot covering his face and his shirt isn’t buttoned up all
the way, his tie loosely hanging. He has a red piece of
paper. It says ’Fire Declaration’ up the top. Billy looks
nervously as he rushes to meet Lester.

BILLY
Good Morning Mr Edwin Sir.

LESTER
What’s this?

BILLY
Well, remember those noodles you
wanted me to burn in a bonfire?

LESTER
Oh Billy, no.

BILLY
Yes, well, I couldn’t find anyone
interested in doing it, so I had
to take it on myself to burn them
all.

LESTER
And where exactly did you burn
them?

BILLY
Just over there.

Billy points to a distant area covered by trees. There is
a stream of black smoke rising from above the treetops.
Lester looks at Billy is shock.

LESTER
Next time Billy, don’t take
everything I say literally.

Billy apologetically bows and backs away.

BILLY
Sorry sir. (His face changes to
be cheery) Are you looking
forward to your holiday?

(CONTINUED)
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LESTER
No, Billy.

Lester starts walking, so Billy follows.

LESTER (cont’d)
I’ll have to leave just before
lunch today if I want to make it
there in time. You didn’t even
let me have a full day’s work.

BILLY
Sorry sir. (Back to sad)

Lester opens the front door, and it shuts on Billy. Billy
stands looking into the glass windows sadly.

15 INT.OFFICE - DAY

Lester is sitting in his chair, his face in his hands.
Suddenly there is a knock on the door and a reception lady
comes in through the door.

LADY 1
There’s a parcel for you.

LESTER
Tell Billy to bring it in.

Billy brings in a box with a big sticker on the side that
looks as if it was handwritten by a young child.
Billy puts it down and stands there.

BILLY
Birthday wishes, sir.

LESTER
Who’s it from?

BILLY
I think you can see for yourself.

Billy exits properly and Lester looks down onto the
package that reads ’For Grandpa Edwin’. Lester grabs a
pair of scissors and opens the box. Inside there is a card
with a drawing of a happy family, all smiling, holding
hands, with Lester drawn as holding hands too. A small
tear forms in his eye. By this point, he can’t handle his
emotions, so he throws the parcel into the trashcan. He
wipes away at his eyes, then looks at the time.

LESTER
Ah! Billy, I need to leave. Now!

Billy enters again.

(CONTINUED)
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BILLY
Not to worry Mr Edwin Sir, the
airport isn’t too far from here!
But watch out for traffic,
Mister.

LESTER
No problems then. The airport
isn’t far from here. And besides,
we never get traffic jams in
Darwin.

CUT TO

16 INT. CAR - DAY

Lester is stuck in the middle of a traffic jam. The driver
of the car is getting rather impatient with Lester, who
honks the his horn aggressively and looks at the time.

LESTER
I’m gonna miss it!

Lester gets out of his car and starts running.

DRIVER
Mr Edwin! You can’t get out of
the car now! There’s traffic
outside!

Lester keeps running along the road.

DRIVER (cont’d)
(upset) You could’ve at least
shut the door for me.

17 EXT. ROAD - DAY

Lester is jogging along, when all of a sudden there is a
car horn from behind. It is his driver. Lester waves for
him to stop but he keeps driving away.

18 EXT. AIRPORT - DAY

Lester gets to the airport and breathes heavily. He looks
at his watch. 2:46. He looks up at the airport doors
considering whether it is even worth checking. He shakes
his head.

LESTER
Happy birthday to me.



13.

19 INT. HOUSE- EVENING

Lester opens the door and slumps against it. He throws his
bag to the ground. He walks off to the side.

20 INT. LOUNGE ROOM- NIGHT

Lester Opens his briefcase and pulls out all his papers.
He angrily tears up the itinerary and throws it in the
bin. he speaks with a sad-aggressive tone.

LESTER
One holiday. One single trip to
get my mind off things and even
that doesn’t go to plan.

Lester gets up and looks at his family portrait on the
wall. It is his sons family Portrait, and he tears the
frame off the wall in rage.

He falls back onto his couch and turns on the TV. A news
reporter is on screen. Lester looks at the screen blankly.
It is a business report. Lester gets up to take a sip of a
bottle of whiskey. As he is standing with his back towards
the television, the news reporter announces some breaking
news.

NEWS LADY
And repeating this afternoon’s
disastrous news, a plane
departing from Darwin Airport has
crashed in bushland close to
Katharine. Witnesses claim to
have seen smoke emerging from the
left engine shortly before
plummeting to the ground.

WITNESS
It just shot up into flames.
Quite shocking really. I was just
out walking the dog and I heard
this loud noise coming from that
direction.

WITNESS (cont’d)
There was a massive cloud of
smoke in the sky, it looked as if
it was a bushfire or something,
but it was a different colour
smoke.

Lester slumps in his chair. He is watching the TV in
slight shock.

NEWS LADY
Flight GA14 left Darwin at 2pm
this afternoon. It was destined

(MORE)
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NEWS LADY (cont’d)
for Sydney, but at 2:30 CST,
initiated a distress signal just
north of Katherine. Officials on
the scene are on standby, but so
far no survivors have been found.

Lester leans over to look at his torn up itinerary in the
bin. It reads ’GA14 SYD’. Lester starts to breath deeply.,
as if he is about to cry. Suddenly the news lady mentions
his name and he looks back, startled, and with tears in
his eyes.

NEWS LADY (cont’d)
No bodies have yet been retrieved
from the flight, but officials
are doubtful they’ll find any
survivors due to the impact of
the crash. It is believed Lester
Edwin (this is when Lester turns)
was one of the passengers on
board this fatal crash. Mr Edwin
was an entrepreneur who moved to
Darwin back in 1974 to start his
business, just before Cyclone
Tracy forced him, and many more
businesses, to start again. He
will always be remembered as a
pioneer in reviving Darwin’s
business sector.

Lester turns the TV off. He puts his whiskey aside, and
gets up to stand at the table.

LESTER
I... I was supposed to be on that
plane. (Almost in
disbelief/shock)

He looks down at the table.

LESTER (cont’d)
Why am I still alive?

Pause.

LESTER (cont’d)
I’m just a Noodle seller for
crying out loud. I’ve been too
caught up in this world of
chasing my own tail. Cutting
loses. Cheating people. And all
for my own endorsement. What a
miserable life! There were
probably more important people on
that plane. People who cared for
somebody. Why me? Why was I
spared? Nobody needs me.

(CONTINUED)
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Lester looks at his family portrait he threw to the
ground. He picks it up and holds it in his hands.

None of those things are
important. Money, fame. It all
dissapears. It could all end like
that. My family needs me... and I
haven’t been there for them.
*beat* THEY need me.

He steps away from the table and his mind flashes between
stills of a happy family. Lester appears in the family
photo in his mind. Small snippets of things such as swing
sets and children with parents flash around on the screen.
Lester holds his head, he is taking it all in. He slumps
down against the wall and sits on the floor.

LESTER (cont’d)
I’ve been given a second chance.

21 EXT. STREET CROSSING - DAY

Lester Edwin steps into frame, walking along the road. He
is not in a rush. He stops and takes a deep breath. Cut to
a close up of his face.

LESTER
Time to live life properly.

He walks along the road and meets the busker again. The
busker stops playing as Lester approaches.

LESTER (cont’d)
Don’t stop for me, that sounded
glorious!

BUSKER
But sir...

LESTER
What’s the matter?

BUSKER
(confused) Uh, uh, nothing.

LESTER
Carry on, please.

As the busker plays again, Lester pulls out his wallet and
empties its contents into his hat. He then pulls out a bag
of coins and empties that out too.

LESTER (cont’d)
Have a lovely day.

The green light flicks on and Lester walks across the
road. The busker is seen looking off at him walking away.
He slowly stops playing and looks down.

(CONTINUED)
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BUSKER
Thank you sir.

22 EXT. BUILDING - DAY

Lester turns up to the front of his office. There are
people standing outside, laying tribute to Lester. There
is a framed photo of his face, with flowers and candles
lit surrounding it. Billy is addressing the crowd with a
small speech.

BILLY
Mr Edwin sir was a good man to
me. he let me try many times to
prove myself... I just wish I
could’ve lived up to his
expectations. He will be forever
remembered, as I’m sure we all
agree, as the man who inspired us
all to try harder. Mr Edwin was a
man of true courage, of true will
power and at times rather
persuasive--

Lester walks up behind Billy. He is slightly confused, and
looks around in confusion. He sees the photo on the ground
and looks at the small crowd of workers in realization.
The workers all look at Lester in disbelief. To them this
man was dead, but here he is standing before them all.
Billy realizes their shocked faces, so he turns around
slightly confused, and immediately goes cross eyed and
faints to the ground.

LESTER
Ah.

23 INT.OFFICE - DAY

Lester is waiting for Billy to wake up from his faint. He
taps impatiently, then checks his watch. Lester decides to
throw a small cup of water onto him. Billy wakes up
immediately.

BILLY
Wha- whaaah where am I?

He sees Lester, then faints again instantly. Lester sighs
and throws another cup of water onto Billy. He wakes up
again.

BILLY (cont’d)
Ah! (realises) Mr... Mr Edwin
Sir?

The mood becomes tense and emotional all of a sudden. A
string fades in and sad music plays.

(CONTINUED)
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LESTER
Billy. (softly, happily)

BILLY
(Can’t really take it all in, he
is tearing up and waving his
hands in front of his face) You..
you died!

LESTER
I never caught my plane.

BILLY
But why?

LESTER
I was too late. It took off
without me. At first, I was
frustrated, as I always am. But
soon I heard about the disaster,
I realized that I had been
spared.

BILLY
Oh sir.

LESTER
I didn’t deserve to be spared.

BILLY
You certainly did, Mr Edwin Sir!

LESTER
I treated you, and everyone else
in my life, as if you were
inferior to me. That’s absolutely
not true, Billy. You’re a better
man that I ever was, or probably
ever will be. I don’t know how I
would cope without you helping me
out.

BILLY
Sir, think nothing more of it.

LESTER
I need you to know that I
appreciate what you’ve done for
me.

BILLY
Thank you sir.

LESTER
No, thank you Billy.

Lester gets up.

(CONTINUED)
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LESTER (cont’d)
And now I must ask of you a big
favor.

Billy looks on attentively.

LESTER (cont’d)
I’ve come to the end of my line.
Would you... (breathe) take over
as head of Edwin’s noodles?

BILLY
But sir! I’m not sure I could!

LESTER
I believe you can, Billy.

BILLY
What about you? What are you
going to do now?

LESTER
Well, I’m going to retire. One
thing I realized last night is
that- my family need me. My
grandchildren need a grandfather.
And it’s sad that it’s taken me
this long to realise that I
should be there for them, but
finally

BILLY
God bless you, sir.

LESTER
Thank you Billy. For everything.

Lester embraces Billy. Lester goes to let go, but finds
that Billy is squeezing him tightly. He taps Billy on the
shoulder and Billy lets go finally.

LESTER (cont’d)
Thanks Billy.

Lester leaves awkwardly and Billy looks solemnly out the
door until Lester leaves. Then, Billy excitedly (like a
child) races to Lester’s swivel chair and rocks around on
it.

24 END TITLES

Lester is seen at a beach, running through the sand. We
pan out to see his family walking with him. Billy comes up
behind them and they walk together into the distance.

END.


